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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 2013/14 TPC RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY REMIT Min COUNCILLOR(S) 

CHAIRMAN   Carol Pratt 

VICE CHAIRMAN   Richard Cheetham 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Report & recommendations to full 

Council 
4 

Richard Cheetham, Carol 
Pratt, 

Geoff Bagnall, Susan Sprules 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Report & recommendations to full 
Council re Planning Applications, 
Stansted Airport, Housing Policy, 

SSE PC Liaison 

4 
Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia 

Barber, Geoff Bagnall 

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT   Brian Baldwin & John Gregory 

SPORTS FIELD   John Green 

RECREATION GROUND   John Green 

RIGHTS OF WAY/ 
FOOTPATHS/LAND 

Rights of Way/Footpaths/Land 
Tree Warden, Flitch Way 

2 
Tina Domigan & Trevor Allen 

 

MOLEHILL GREEN * Green, Hall & Community  Carol Pratt 
POLICE LIASON/PUBLIC SAFETY   John Gregory & Trevor Allen 

PUBLICITY 
Notice Boards, Website, 

Newsletter, Grapevine, Press 
 David Daykin 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION   John Green 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL POLICY Including  Localism Act  Geoff Bagnall 

PARISH PLAN   David Daykin & Susan Sprules 

PUBLIC AMENITY WORKING GP 
Maintenance & improvement of 

public spaces 
3 

David Daykin, John Green, 
Trevor Allen, Sue Sprules, Pat 

Burnett 

EMERGENCY PLANNING 
Coordinating key contacts & 

resources 
 

Pat Burnett & Jo Edmonds 
(Asst Clerk) 

SCHOOL HOUSE WORKING GP 
Consider the future (USE & 

Ownership) 
 

Carol Pratt, Richard 
Cheetham, Tricia Barber, Pat 
Burnett, Tina Domigan, Trevor 

Allen 

*NOTE: Cllrs. Carol Pratt & Trevor Allen are trustees of Molehill Green Village Hall 

TPC REPRESENTATIVES: 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR/RESIDENTS 

Essex Assoc. of Local Councils Clrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Area Forums (incl. PCT) Clr Tricia Barber, Clr Richard Cheetham 

Parish Passenger /Transport Gps Phyllis Altham (resident) 

Priors Green Working Party Clrs Carol Pratt, Geoff Bagnall, John Gregory 

Localism Working Group(Coordinator) Clr Geoff Bagnall 

Takeley History Society & School Clr Trevor Allen 

Silver Jubilee Hall Clr Trevor Allen 

SSE Parish Liaison Group Planning Committee Rep. 

Health Provision Susan Sprules 

All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2013 
 

This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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Editorial  
 

In which the editor dwells on the 
nature of cynicism, reflects on 
murky happenings along the Flitch 
Way and investigates the literary 
history of fewmets. 
 

 
“What is a cynic? A man who knows the price of everything and the 
value of nothing.” 
I make no apology for starting my essay with a quote from Oscar 
Wilde. It came to mind when, in a popular scientific journal, I came 
across a piece with the title “callous quote of the week”. I then saw that 
the quote came from our ubiquitous friends at the CAA. 
Are you sitting comfortably?  
“The Callous quote of the week comes from the UK's Civil Aviation 
Authority, in a report entitled "Proposed methodology for estimating the 
cost of sleep disturbance from aircraft noise". 
The report states that "the science is not robust enough to monetise 
the cognitive impairment in children at this time". Surely they are taking 
the name of "science" in vain here. Should that not be "the philosophy 
is not robust enough to decide whether cognitive impairment in 
children has a monetary value"? 

So there you have it in the starkest of terms. A regulating authority is 
seeking to monetise the damage done to the health and education of 
children by commercial aviation interests. 
There are ugly echoes of a certain American motor corporation who, 
years ago, produced a model that tended to burst into flames in an 
accident as a result of a ruptured fuel tank. The corporation looked at 
the cost of implementing modifications to the car and decided that it 
would be more cost effective to leave the vehicle unmodified and pay 
the costs of any lawsuits. 
I suppose that this was simply the monetisation of the deaths and 
injuries of the occupants of the cars ……? 
Well, by their own words, the CAA have certainly defined themselves 
as cynics for, like Lewis Carroll’s crocodile,  
How cheerfully they seem to grin, 
How neatly spread their claws, 
And welcomes little fishes in 
With gently smiling jaws! 
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How admirably apposite are the words of Mr Wilde and Mr Carroll in 
this modern age. 
Now I have nothing against crocodiles, but they have rather unpleasant 
eating habits. They like their meat gamey to the point of disintegration.  
Next on the scale, I think, should come the Komodo Dragon – a very 
large and rather charmless reptile that carries at least six potentially 
fatal diseases in its saliva. Its hunting method is, quite simply, to give 
its unfortunate prey a brief but toxic nip and then follow at a safe 
distance for as many days as it takes for the onset of disease and 
finally, death.  
It is believed, in some scientific circles, that these unpleasant reptiles 
eventually evolved into tabloid journalists, whose hunting habits are 
remarkably similar.  
But give me a tiger any time. Their saliva has antiseptic qualities. 
Therefore, if you have the misfortune to be savaged by a tiger, your 
wounds are unlikely to become infected.  

Of course, if you have a septic insect bite, you can always get an 
obliging tiger to give the swollen area a quick nip for you ….. 
 
Which somehow leads me from tigers and jungles to the wilds of the 
Flitch Way. 
One of my spies (and I have many) has reported a peculiar ritual that 
has become established. It would appear that, frustrated by a lack of 
Christmas trees to adorn with baubles, an individual has taken to 
decorating the trees on part of the Flitch Way in a most novel manner. 
They hang small bags of dog faeces from tree branches, to the 
consternation of other wayfarers. I applaud their public spirit and 
concern for other footpath users insofar as they actually collect their 



5 

canine refuse. But to then hang it on tree branches? Maybe they’re 
trying to emulate Tibetan sky burials where corpses are left on wooden 
biers atop hills or mountain peaks to be scavenged by eagles. A 
romantic notion to some, no doubt. But to my knowledge, there aren’t 
any eagles swooping over the Flitch Way and even if there were, they 
would give such canine canapés  a wide berth!! 
 

On the other hand, I 
suppose that there are 

echoes here of pagan rituals 
and midnight cults. Maybe 
they are charms left by a 
secret coven of canophile 
witches, placed to ward off 
marauding spirits. Coming 
across that lot hanging from 
a branch a couple of inches 
from my olfactory apparatus 
would certainly ward me off! 

 
However, I prefer to describe such arboreal adornments as fewmets, a 
mediaeval term for the droppings of any beast that might be hunted for 
game. 
T.H. White's novel The Once and Future King makes reference to the 
"Beast Glatisant", or Questing Beast, constantly hunted by King 
Pellinore who uses its fewmets not only to track the beast, but to 
monitor its condition and state of health. White describes how the 
Medieval huntmaster would wrap in leaves the spoor of the animal he 
was stalking, carrying this package stored in his hunting horn (Let’s 
hope he emptied it before blowing). This part of his job served two vital 
purposes: 
Firstly, even if the noble sponsor of the hunt and his equally exalted 
guests were sufficiently skilled huntsmen to keep up with the hounds, it 
would have been beneath his dignity to dismount and examine the 
condition of the spoor to ascertain how close the hunted animal was. 
He would be shown the excrement, to ascertain from its condition how 
close the prey might be; but the physical task of retrieving the 
droppings would be left to the huntmaster—a skilled functionary, but 
also a commoner. 
Secondly, in the event that the patron was not knowledgeable about 
woodcraft, the fewmets served as the huntmaster's bona fide. They 
were physical evidence that there was in fact an animal out there to be 
caught—and that the sponsor of the event and his noble friends were 
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not being led in a merry and altogether pointless chase around the 
woods by a malicious or ignorant bumpkin. 
The obvious extension of this historic wisdom is  that one should carry 
a hunting horn at all times, when walking on the Flitch Way, in which to 
stuff the offending packages - or hire a skilled tracker to determine the 
health and species of the offending beast. 
Mediaeval forensics. 
Then, of course, you might hire a huntsman to track the offenders 
down, for verily they be outlaws. 
Holmes famously remarked to Watson that, when you have eliminated 
the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the 
truth. 
I leave you to make any deduction that you wish. 
At the risk of labouring the subject, I must add one final anecdote. 
A naturalist had been tracking a mythical Bigfoot for months in the 
depths of an Oregon forest. The only proof that he had that it was not a 
figment of his imagination were the occasional outsized footprint and, 
of course, the odd fewmet of impressive stature. 
Our hero was on the point of giving up his search when, one night, he 
heard what sounded like screams of agony far off in the forest. These 
seemed to go on all night and he concluded that it must be the call of 
the elusive Bigfoot. 
When he reflected on the size of the 
fewmets that he had discovered, he was 
not surprised that the wails and screams 
seemed to be so agonised.  
It’s true. I saw it on a TV documentary. 
On the channel that shows films about 
alien abductions and the Bermuda 
Triangle. 
And that closes the subject. 
And exhausts my cornucopia of 
mangled literary allusions. Or maybe I 
subconsciously meant illusions? 
No, hallucination might be a more accurate term. Now I’m definitely 
tying myself in knots so it’s time for Grumpy to slither off in search of a 
medicinal snifter. Who knows, I might meet a Tiger in the kitchen. So if 
my lights are burning bright all night – then you are definitely in the 
Forest of the Night. 
Who set that tiger on fire? Must’ve been some antisocial loafer on the 
Flitch Way … 
Ah well. 
 
Grumpy Regeli (RA Reject) contributing editor 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

 

The following are extracts from the March, April and May Parish 
Council minutes, which can be viewed on the TPC website: 
www.takeleypc. co.uk 
 
 

Appointment of Chairman:  

At the AGM in May TPC re-elected Cllr Carol Pratt unanimously. 
Cllr Carol Pratt thanked members, accepted office, and signed a 
Declaration of Acceptance 
 

Appointment of Vice Chairman: TPC re-elected Cllr Richard 

Cheetham unanimously. 
 
In March DC Jackie Cheetham reported: 

 UDC has approved a proposal to reduce Council Tax 2013/2014 by 
1%  
 UDC is giving grants to people whose Housing Benefit is being 

reduced. 
 

Priors Green resident Paul Eldon addressed the Parish Council in 
regards to parking issues on Priors Green. 

Vehicles are being parked on footpaths, corners of roads and in front 
of dropped kerbs.  TPC responded by firstly pointing out the roads are 
not yet adopted by the highways authority, and the roads on Priors 
Green will only be considered for adoption once construction is 
complete.  Therefore the roads are currently the responsibility of 
Countryside.   
 

Whilst TPC sympathise with this issue TPC have no jurisdiction but will 
raise the issue with the local PCSO and County Councillor Susan 
Barker. 
 

Stansted Airport Consultation on proposed Clearway (Terminal 
Road South) & parking bays on Seventh Avenue: 

TPC agreed not to respond to the consultation. 
It was also agreed that TPC would write to the new MD, Andrew 
Harris, at the Airport pointing out that some of the Airport is located 
within Takeley Parish, and that the Parish Council would very much 
like to establish a regular line of communication with the new owners, 
and be involved in future planning for the Airport. The Clerk will invite 
him to the next Parish Council Planning meeting to discuss future 
plans, including safe access to the Airport for pedestrians. 
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Government consultation on night flights: TPC agreed to respond 

to reinforce SSE concerns and to highlight the major impact of ground 
noise & cars and staff/passengers travelling to/from the Airport on the 
village. 
 

Draft UDC Statement of Community Involvement 2013 - 
Consultation: 

TPC agreed the following response: 
 The draft document adequately provides for community involvement 
however TPC would hope to see inclusion of the following detail to 
strengthen the document: 
 Strategic Environment Assessment - how will UDC provide 
appropriate expertise to assess the 'expert' report(s) 
 Departure from expert advice should be reasoned (both for 
consultation on policy & determination of planning applications) 
 The policy document should explain how the consultation responses 
received will be evaluated (both for consultation on policy & 
determination of planning applications) to provide reassurance to the 
community that UDC is listening. 

How will UDC support communities to develop Neighbourhood Plans? 
When will a toolkit be available? 
 

Textile Bank - Old School House has been removed and ECC have 

agreed to lock the gates to the School House. 
 

Colin Street- Environment Agency re flooding in Takeley (South 
Road): 

- The water course behind South Road, Roseacres, Garnetts is 
classified as 'main river' and is the responsibility of the EA 
- Residents living adjacent to the water course have had a letter 
delivered by EA setting out the EA's role & residents’ responsibilities. 
- EA will provide an article for the next TPC Newsletter re EA role & 
responsibilities 
- EA maintenance programme includes: 
  1. CCTV inspection of pipes every 5 years 
  2. Twice yearly cut of vegetation 
  3. Bi monthly site/rubbish inspection & clearance 
  4. Responding to any reports made to EA 
- Whilst much work has been carried out to clear rubbish & vegetation, 
there remains an issue that the pipe running under part of Parsonage 
Road is a small 6" pipe. EA has requested details of last CCTV 
inspection. EA may submit a 'statement of need' to enlarge the pipe. 
- EA must be consulted by UDC on any planning application within 8m 
of the water course. 
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- 'Living on the Edge' pamphlet on EA website for those living near 
water course. 
 
Cooks Hill, Brewers End: Strutt & Parker attended the planning 

committee meeting on 3rd April 2013 to discuss the possible 
development of 100 homes at ‘Hatfield Park’ (south of B1256).    
 

Strutt & Parker are working in partnership with Amsted Properties and 
are intending to submit an outline application. If & when permission 
has been granted Amsted then intend to sell the site to a developer. 
 

 The size of the potential development area is 9.5 hectares.   
 The current proposal is to build 100 homes on 4 hectares.  The 

remaining 5.5 hectares will be left as parkland for community use. 
 Amsted have not specified the types of new homes to be included in 

the development. 
 The area prone to flooding near Pincey Brook is part of the parkland 

area. 
 To maintain separation between Takeley and Takeley Street a 

grassed area will be maintained. 
 The gas pipe that runs under the site will be under the parkland area. 
 Proposal to extend the 30 mph speed limit between Takeley Street & 

Brewers End. 
 

Takeley Parish Council outlined a number of concerns and raised a 
number of issues: 

 The current outlined plan indicates a low density ratio.  TPC is 
concerned that once outlined planning has been approved the actual 
number of houses that will be built on the same site will exceed 120. 

 The issue of affordable housing should be addressed.  The 
community does not need executive homes; but single storey and 
smaller homes to meet the local needs. 

 Takeley Primary School is currently running at capacity.  Where 
would the children who live on the new development attend school?  

 TPC would like to see a surgery/clinic in the village.  There is a 
suitable building at Priors Green Neighbourhood Centre.  If 
agreement could be sought from the NHS, Strutt & Parker would look 
into providing this. 

 It was suggested that the proposed new footway that is to run the 
length of the development (along B1256) be extended into the village 
centre.  A crossing should also be considered to allow children to join 
the designated 'walk to school route'. 

 A financial contribution to the traffic calming scheme in Takeley 
Street.  
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 Currently the proposal includes one access road on to the new site, 
this complies with current highways guidelines.  TPC would prefer to 
see 2 access points on to the site which should be strategically sited 
to provide safe exit/entry.  The proposed access is too close to the 
Countryside development access road (Brewers End). 

 The parkland area should incorporate play areas.  
 The community would benefit from a bike track and new skate park 

in the village.  
 
War Memorial - Silver Jubilee Hall: 

TPC approved a £500 donation to SJH Mgmt Committee towards the 
cost of repairs to kerb stones at the War Memorial. 
 

Takeley Royal British Legion - Veterans & Widows lunch: 

TPC approved a £350 donation to Takeley Royal British Legion 
towards the cost of the Veterans & Widows lunch in June. 
 
Grove Cottage, Bishops Stortford provides social and educational 

activities for people with learning disabilities and are requesting 
funding support to prevent the closure of the special needs Pre School 
and Nursery in Bishop's Stortford.  Children from Takeley currently 
attend the Nursery. 
TPC agreed a donation of £750. 
   
Youth Project 

TPC noted & agreed: 
 Silver Jubilee Hall may provide a possible venue for youth activities, 
TPC will seek agreement from SJH committee. 
 It is hoped that Priors Green Community Hall will be able to identify 
an evening once a week when it can be used for youth activities. 
 UDC currently runs a Tuesday night football club at Priors Green 
Community Centre which may stop when transfer of centre is made to 
TPC.  TPC will look into grant funding the club to enable it to 
continue. 
 TPC will contact the badminton club at PGCH to investigate the 
possibility of running a youth badminton club. 

 
Green Waste Skip Service: Cllr Geoff Bagnall visited site on 1st May 

2013 and agreed with the owners to move the skip nearer to the gates.  
Although there have been a few complaints, users of the service are 
increasing each week.  It appears this will be a free service and no 
charge will be made to TPC.  Cllr Geoff Bagnall will return to site on 
Saturday 4th May to speak to users for further feedback 
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Priors Green Community Hall: 

TPC has requested that UDC put in writing the intention to repair all 
damage to Hall.  Transfer will only be completed once this written 
communication has been received.  TPC will write to the PGCH Mgmt 
Committee to formalise what TPC has agreed are the community 
ambitions for the Hall. 
UDC Solicitor has been informed that TPC will not complete until 
written confirmation has been received from UDC accepting 
responsibility for repairs/redecoration and the electricity supply for 
construction of shops. 
 
Footpaths: Maps now available in office at Station House in addition 

to online access. 
 

Traffic Calming in Takeley Street: £50K has been awarded from the 

Local Highways Panel for the first phase of the traffic calming 
measures.  Awaiting confirmation from Highways as to when work will 
commence. 
 

HGV’s driving through Takeley: The Site Manager at Elsenham 

Quarry has been contacted and asked for HGV daily movement 
numbers.  Cllr Sue Sprules agreed to compile some survey data on 
HGV movements through the village. 
 

Highways defects The potholes on Warish Hall Rd will be completed 

imminently.  All other reported potholes have been inspected but are 
awaiting job allocation.  The length of B1256 from the M11 roundabout 
to Kearsley Airways will be resurfaced. The whole length of the B1256 
has been reported from Junction 8 thr' to Little Canfield for severe 
potholing. 
 

Parking along 'clearway' in Parsonage Road and Coopers End has 

been re reported to local police and enforcement. 
 

Village Planters: Cllrs Sprules and Daykin will plant up and repaint the 

planters. 
 

Litter Pick: 7 members of the community supported the event 

(13/4/13) including 2 Takeley Parish Councillors.  Next area to target is 
the area around the pond at Chestnut Way.   
 

For further information about Takeley Parish Council please contact 
the Clerk or visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 

Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council, Station House,  
Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 

Phone: 020 8270 1149                    Email:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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DOG MESS - CLEAN IT UP OR FACE A 
FINE. SCHOOL CHILDREN SPEARHEAD 

APPEAL TO DOG OWNERS 
Uttlesford District Council is warning irresponsible dog owners 
that it will prosecute them in the courts if they fail to clean up 

behind their pets. 
The Council has issued the warning following a spate of dog fouling 
incidents on footpaths used by school children and their parents. Parents, 
staff and children have been forced to pick their way through piles of dog 
mess on footpaths approaching Takeley Primary School recently.  A route 
used by children attending Thaxted Primary School has been so baldy 
blighted with canine excrement that pupils have dubbed it ‘Poo Alley’.  
Residents have also complained of an increase in dog fouling incidents 
around Saffron Walden town centre, at Flitch Green in Little Dunmow and 
the footpath from Ash Grove, Great Dunmow. 
 UDC’s Animal Warden Sue Knight said: “Dog fouling is a perennial problem 
but just recently it has been noticeably worse in certain ‘hotspot’ areas in the 
district.  I’m not sure why it’s been getting worse but residents who allow 
their dogs to foul pavements, footpaths and school fields and then walk 
away without cleaning up are warned that we will act. The Council has the 
power to issue £75 fixed penalty fines for dog fouling using Dog Control 
Orders contained in the Clean Neighbourhoods Act." 
 In cases where dog owners can be proved to be persistent offenders they 
can be prosecuted under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and face a 
fine of up to £1,000. The majority of dog owners are only too happy to clean 
up after their pets using a pooper-scoop and disposable bags and there are 
dog mess bins throughout the district. But a small minority is tarnishing the 
good name of dog owners by allowing their animals to foul public areas and 
just walking away. That sort of behaviour is totally unacceptable, particularly 
in locations which are used by young children. In some cases coming into 
contact with animal faeces can cause diseases such as toxocara canis, 
which can lead to blindness.” 
 Thaxted Primary School Teaching Assistant Vicky Saych said: “A large 
number of our pupils use an alleyway which leads from Copthall Lane to 
Magdalen Green to get to school.  But the dog mess problem there is so 
bad that the children have started calling it ‘Poo Alley’. It really is a problem. 
Every week I take children down to the local woods using the alley and 
myself and two parent volunteers have to walk it first picking up dog mess 
so the children don’t step in it. I’m sure the majority of dog owners are 
responsible and pick up their pet’s mess but a significant minority aren’t 
doing so and that’s inexcusable – especially when there’s a special bin in 
the alley.” 
 Parent Tracy Carr added: “The dog mess problem got so bad that at one 
stage we were picking up a couple of kilos of it every visit. 
 “We took pictures of what we collected and used them on posters which we 
put up in the alley and since then the dog mess does seem to have 
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decreased slightly. I’m a dog owner myself so this isn’t an anti-dog thing. All 
dog owners have to realise that letting their pets foul areas used by children 
without cleaning it up poses a real health threat.” 
 Cllr Susan Barker, Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, said: “If we 
have evidence of dog fouling and can identify the owners responsible we 
will not hesitate to prosecute. I would ask residents who witness dog fouling 
incidents to let us know which dog owners are doing this.  “These people 
know that what they’re doing is wrong, so maybe the prospect of being 
prosecuted, named and shamed will make them change their ways.” 
 To report dog fouling you can call the Council’s Customer Services Centre 
on 01799-510510 or e-mail uconnect@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 Alternatively you can fill in our online form which can be found at 
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/main.cfm?Type=RPTDOGF 
 

 
 

Stansted Airport Community Trust 
supports capital projects which protect 
and enhance the social, economic and 
environmental well being of the 

community within a 10 miles radius of Stansted Airport.  
For more details about this trust and to apply please: 
Email: cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk 
Call: 01245 231250. 

mailto:uconnect@uttlesford.gov.uk
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/main.cfm?Type=RPTDOGF
mailto:cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk
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Stansted Airport Passenger Community Fund 
donates money (up to £1000)  to local causes 
within a 20 mile radius of Stansted Airport. The 
money donated by the committee is raised from 
passengers' and staff's unwanted foreign 
currency which is collected in the Terminal. 

Consideration will be given to requests from sports clubs, pre-
school nurseries, junior sports clubs, brownies, guides, clubs, 
elderly and animal charities.  

Further information and to request an application form email: 
Sandra_King@stanstedairport.com 

Community Initiatives Fund 
 

We are delighted to announce that the Community Initiatives Fund has been 
launched for this year. This grant has been going since 2005 and has 
recently been known as the Big Society Fund. 
 

It has now reverted to its original name, known more familiarly as CIF, and 
more details can be found at the website: www.essex.gov.uk/cif 
 

There are two strands to the CIF for this year – the CIF Capital, which has 
an upper grant limit of £15,000 and the CIF Response which has an upper 
grant limit of £10,000. 
 

CIF has been designed to be as flexible and responsive as possible to the 
needs of the community and is designed to fund community projects that: 

 create, procure or develop new community assets; 

 enhance existing community assets; or 

 enhance or develop initiatives that strengthen a community. 
 

In the first instance, anyone interested in submitting a project will need to 
complete an Expression of Interest form. If that project meets the CIF 
criteria, you will be invited to submit a full application which will be 
considered by the relevant local judging panel in November 2013, in the 
case of CIF Capital projects. In the case of CIF Response projects, these 
will be considered on a monthly basis by an internal ECC panel of Elected 
Members and Officers. 
 

For those that are seeking support for projects that will benefit local 
communities in Essex. 
Please see the website for further information or email the CIF team at: 
cif@essex.gov.uk 
or call: 01245 437887 

mailto:Sandra_King@stanstedairport.com
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TAKELEY STATION HOUSE 

Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA 
 
Takeley Parish Council has worked tirelessly for many years to secure 
the future of the old railway station building which lay empty, falling into 
disrepair, and the subject of frequent vandalism. The Parish Council has 
long held the opinion that the building should be safeguarded as a 
community building. Renovations were eventually undertaken by Essex 
County Council who offered to share the building with the Parish 
Council. 
 
The Parish Council has recently secured tenure of the entire ground 
floor of the building and is now in a position to open up this 
extraordinary building for use by other groups/members of the 
community. This is truly a beautiful building that, as a smaller venue, 
offers users a different type of facility, in a central location that is easily 
accessible, with use of a kitchen.   
 
If you would like further details or wish to view the Station House please 
contact the Parish Council Clerk - Jane Heskey: 
Email: takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
Or phone: 0208 270 1149 
 

HIRE CHARGES 
 

HIRE OF MEETING ROOM & USE OF KITCHEN 

ROOM 
Hourly Rate 

Mon-Sun 
9am-11pm 

Block 
booking 

(min. 
10wks) 

All day 
hire 

Mon - 
Sun 
9am-
11pm 

Community Groups & Residents  
 

£10 per hour £9 per hour £50 

External & Commercial Hire 
 

£15 per hour £13.50 per 
hour 

£100 

 

mailto:takeley.pc@ntlworld.com
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Newly refurbished 

RECREATION GROUND 
off Chestnut Way 

 

Weather permitting - by the time you read this the 

refurbishment of the Recreation Ground off Chestnut Way will 

be complete! 
 

The Parish Council has invested £35k to improve this 

community facility. Among the improvements there is: 

 New play equipment 

 New safety surfacing 

 Picnic tables & benches 

 New fencing 

 The footpath has been re-surfaced 
 

We hope that you and your family will be able to enjoy 

these improvements in the coming 

months............................. 
 

Please note: the play equipment is for the use of children 

under 12 years of age and no dogs are permitted. 

 
 

Report a Highway Problem 

Report potholes or other road defects to: 

1. Essex County Council Highways online at : 

www.essexcc.gov.uk/Highways/Report-a-highway-problem 
 

2. Essex County Council by phone: 0845 603 7631 
 

3. The Highways Agency - For enquiries and reports relating to 
trunk roads and motorways, please call 0300 123 5000. 

http://www.highways.gov.uk/
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THE FUTURE OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

It costs approximately £2k per year (net of advertising 
costs) to produce 4 issues of this newsletter each year. 
 

The Parish Council would like hear your views before 
considering the future of the newsletter. Please let us 
know: 
 

1. Would you sign up to an electronic newsletter (provide 
TPC with an email address to send you the newsletter)? 
 

2. Would you prefer a web based newsletter? 
 

3. Would you pay for a hard copy newsletter sold through 
a village outlet (50p-£1 per copy)? 
 

4. Do you want the current arrangement to continue (i.e. 
FOC delivered to every household)? 

 

Please send your comments to: 
Email: takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
 

By post: Takeley Parish Council, Station House, Sycamore 
Close, Takeley, Essex CM22 6QA 
 

 
 

ANOTHER COMMUNITY JOB! 
 

EVERYONE WILL BE WELCOME TO HELP 
WITH A CLEAN-UP OF THE VILLAGE POND, 
CHESTNUT WAY ON SATURDAY 15

TH
 JUNE 

START AT 10.00 AM 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN SECATEURS ETC. 
 

SPONSORED BY 

TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
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Superfast Essex - getting 
Essex connected to 
superfast broadband 

 
Essex has been given the go ahead to improve broadband 
Essex is to get over £6 million from government to improve 
broadband across the county. With additional private and further 
public sector investment, superfast and much improved 
broadband will be made available to all households and business 
premises across the county. 
 
What now? Government have committed to making superfast 
broadband available to over 90% of the population and at least 
2Mbps broadband available to all by 2015. It will take time to 
bring faster broadband to everyone in Essex but our immediate 
next steps are to secure a commercial partner to support and 
develop detailed implementation plans for the county. We will 
then publish a timetable for the planned roll out. 
 
What can you do to get superfast broadband sooner? 
Register your demand by completing a quick survey. By knowing 
where people want and need broadband, we will be able to get 
the necessary upgrades done to serve those people first. You can 
register a home or business. 

 

VISIT: www.superfastessex.org 
 

 

TAKECARE 
Volunteers from Takeley providing transport for the  

elderly, disabled and infirm in the parish. 
 

Please phone between 9am - 5.30pm  
giving a minimum of 24 hrs notice 

CONTACT:07949 932237 

 

http://www.superfastessex.org/
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TAKELEY GARDEN WASTE SKIP COLLECTION 
 

In previous years Uttlesford District Council has provided a weekly 
garden waste skip collection service as part of the 'Waste & 
Recycling' budget. Due to budget cuts, last year UDC announced 
that any parish that wished to continue this service would be 
charged. In 2012 Takeley Parish Council did sign up to the 
scheme at a cost of £1700 per annum (reduced by 50% for the 
first year). In addition UDC introduced fortnightly kerbside 
collections, which were run for the first time last year, and will 
restart in April until November. The subscription charge is being 
held at £40 for a full year. There is also a one-off charge of £20 for 
the 240 litre wheelie bin. 
 
For 2013 the Takeley Parish Council has agreed to 
supplement UDC subscription based kerbside collections 
with a garden waste disposal facility at Crumps Farm, 
Dunmow Road (B1256). 
The Parish Council has negotiated this arrangement and will 
be charged per tonne of garden waste. The Parish Council 
estimates that this will provide considerable financial savings 
whilst still providing a local service for those residents who 
prefer not to subscribe to the UDC fortnightly kerbside 
collections (or those subscribers who have additional garden 
waste). 

GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL 
AT CRUMPS FARM, DUNMOW ROAD B1256 

 

Starting Saturday, 6th April until Sat 30th Nov. 2013 
 

Between the hours: 10am - 12.30pm 
 

A manned skip will be situated near the entrance to 
Crumps Farm. 

 
RESIDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE  

PROOF OF ADDRESS. 
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UTTLESFORD COMMUNITY TRAVEL 
Unit One Flitch Industrial Estate 

Chelmsford Road 
Great Dunmow 

Essex 

CM6 1XJ 
 

***New Telephone Numbers*** 
 

For your convenience you can now use your local area code 
to book your Book-A-Ride or Hospital Car trips 

01371 875787 
01799 519008 
01245 279052 

 

Did you know Book-A-Ride has been operating in the 
Uttlesford district since 1997?  
Our vehicles are based around the area so there is always a 
bus near to where you live. Our Hospital Car volunteers are 
also based all over the district, so wherever you want to go 
we will have transport close by to help you get out and 
about to do your shopping, visit friends or get to that 

important hospital appointment. 
 

Bookings can be made on any of the above numbers 
between 

9am and 1pm Monday to Friday 

www.uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org email: 

info@uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org 

 
A company limited by guarantee Registered in England 3456224 Registered 

Office as above 

Registered Charity No. 1072529 
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Help us reduce the risk of flooding in Takeley. 
 
The Environment Agency is the largest environmental organisation in 
England and Wales. As well as protecting and improving the 
environment we are also responsible for reducing the risk of flooding.  
We need your help to do this in the Takeley area. 
 

The main watercourse that runs through Takeley is called the Takeley 
Drain.  Although normally dry, in times of extended or heavy rainfall the 
water level rises in the channel.  During the last few months of wet weather 
the river has carried large volumes of rainwater and snow melt through the 
village.   
 
Keep the channel clear of rubbish 
 

A recent inspection of the Takeley Drain found that household and garden 
waste had been dumped into the channels and on the riverbanks.  Whilst 
the majority of householders dispose of their waste properly, it only takes a 
few people to use the channels in this way for it to potentially have a huge 
impact on the area.   
 

For water to pass through the village without causing flooding, the channels 
have to be kept clear of blockages.  In many places the river runs in narrow 
pipes and these can become blocked if rubbish and branches are washed 
into them.   Blockages can then cause water to back up and flow out of the 
channels and cause flooding to the surrounding area.  In addition any 
waste, including cut grass and branches, dumped into the watercourse or 
on its banks can attract vermin to the area and cause damage.   
 

Please help to keep Takeley Drain clear of blockages by making sure that 
your rubbish is disposed of in a proper and responsible manner. 
 

To report any blockages please call our Incident Hotline on 0800 807060. 
 
Talk to us if you are planning any work near to the river 
 

During our inspections we also noticed that some structures were built too 
close to the river bank.  
 

Any works carried out near a river could increase the risk of flooding to the 
area or damage riverbanks, gardens, the local environment and wildlife.  To 
try to prevent this any work on structures in, over, under or within 8 metres 
of a Main River require written permission from us before hand.  These 
permissions are called ‘Flood Defence Consents’. 
 

If you are planning any works within 8 metres of a river, please talk to us 
first to make sure that you are not increasing flood risk to yourself and those 
around you and not causing damage to the local environment and wildlife.  
You can call Christopher Bienemann of the Flood Risk Management Team 
on 01707 632409.   
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Are you a riparian owner? 
 

If you own land or property next to a watercourse you are a ‘riparian owner’ 
and means that you have certain rights & responsibilities.  You can find out 
more about these in our publication, ‘Living on the Edge’ which can be 
found on our website https://publications.environment-
agency.gov.uk/PDF/FLHO0912BWUP-E-E.pdf. 
 

If you would like more information regarding flooding or flood maps please 
visit our website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk.   
 

 

AIRPORT PARKING 
Please report on street airport parking to 

BAA Hotline: 0800 731 2385 
 

This is a central database. A list of all cases goes to the 

Stansted Airport Highways Working Group (which includes 

BAA, Essex County Council Highways and Uttlesford District 

Council) which identifies ‘hotspots’.  

 

Where recorded evidence supports identification of a ‘hotspot’ 

BAA may contribute financial assistance to the statutory 

authority (ECC Highways) to provide a solution. 

 

Neither ECC Highways nor Uttlesford District Council support 

resident parking schemes where off street parking is available. 

 

The Parish Council has no statutory powers relating to 

Highways. 

The Parish Council will make representations to UDC and ECC 

Highways Dept regarding airport parking issues but it is only 

the statutory bodies (UDC & ECC Highways) that have the 

powers to act. 
 

Thank you 

https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/FLHO0912BWUP-E-E.pdf
https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/FLHO0912BWUP-E-E.pdf
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
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TAKELEY PARISH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

Wed.17th April 2013 
 

The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting of Takeley was held on  
Wednesday 17th April 2013 at Takeley Silver Jubilee Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

The Chairman of Takeley Parish Council, Cllr. Carol Pratt, welcomed 26 members 
of the local community to the Annual Assembly. She explained that the purpose of 
the meeting is to welcome residents and representatives from community groups, to 
hear about what is going on in Takeley, and to share the success of local groups. 
 
District Councillors: UDC Cllr. Jackie Cheetham  
 
County Councillor: Cllr. Susan Barker 
 
Local Representatives:  
Mr. Michael Coleman (Silver Jubilee Hall) 
Mr. Ray Grey (Molehill Green Cricket Club) 
Mr. Peter Sanders (SSE) 
Mr. Euan Kennedy (Village Greens)    
Mr. Charles Wilkinson (Takeley Community Centre) 
Mr. Steve Hazon (Takeley Local History Society) 
Mr. Allan Taylor (Royal British Legion) 
Mr. Roger Kendrick (Royal British Legion) 
Mr. Paul Burnett (Singing From The Heart) 
R. Joyce (Takeley Community Group) 
A. Edridge (Takeley Community Group) 
N. Edridge (Takeley Community Group) 
Tracey Ribeiro (Takeley Community Group) 
Karen Fitzpatrick (Takeley Community Group) 
 

Pat Caiger (HEAL Cancer Charity - Takeley Branch) 
Mandy Williams (HEAL Cancer Charity - Takeley Branch) 
Barbara Johnson (HEAL Cancer Charity - Takeley Branch) 
Susan Deeley (HEAL Cancer Charity - Takeley Branch) 
Cherie Prior (HEAL Cancer Charity - Takeley Branch) 
Viv Woods (HEAL Cancer Charity – Takeley Branch) 
Kathy Prior (HEAL Cancer Charity – Takeley Branch) 
ML Prior (HEAL Cancer Charity – Takeley Branch) 
B. Tweed (HEAL Cancer Charity – Takeley Branch) 
Mrs Phyllis Altham (ECC Bus Passenger Rep) 
Mr. Hugh Mascetti (Holy Trinity Church) 
Cllr  Pat Burnett (WEA/Takeley Farmers Market/Com. Cafe) 
 

 

PARISH COUNCIL REVIEW 2012/13 

 Planning & Development in Takeley: 
Coordinated a comprehensive response to UDC Local Plan consultation 

which focused on planning policy and housing development in 

Uttlesford. The new National Planning Policy has resulted in several 

developers approaching TPC in relation to their proposals.  

 Diamond Jubilee 2012: TPC sponsored a range of local events & 
celebrations providing £6500 

 Awaiting completion on Station House lease from ECC. 
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 Thanks to the efforts of Clr Pat Burnett the Station House is now open 
on a Thursday afternoon & Friday morning providing public 
information & refreshments to the community. This is a non profit 
making operation to encourage residents to participate in their 
community.  

 Priors Green Community Hall transfer of ownership from UDC near 
completion. TPC will be 'custodian trustees.' The hall will be run by an 
Mgmt Committee of local people which is now up & running. 

 Recreation ground refurbishment - TPC has invested £35k in the 
refurbishment. Completion due end of April. New play equipment & 
surfacing, picnic tables, new fencing, tree work. 

 Sports field development: 
Car Park extended and surfaced costing £10k  

Drainage & resurfacing of field – Phase 1 underway. £40k to improve 

drainage & surface of whole field - this is a 4 year programme.  

 TPC will be taking ownership of 2 green spaces in Morrells Green & will 
be responsible for grass cutting & maintenance of these areas. 

 Clr Geoff Bagnall is leading an initiative to extinguish vehicle rights on 
Byway 25 (Jacks Lane). This will protect this historic footpath and 
provide a safer amenity to residents especially those on Jacks Lane & 
Priors Green. TPC is working closely with Mr. Euan Kennedy the 
landowner; and will make application to UDC shortly. 

 Green Waste weekly skip: For 2013 the Takeley Parish Council has 
agreed to supplement UDC subscription based kerb side collections 
with a garden waste disposal facility at Crumps Farm, Dunmow Road 
(B1256).  A manned skip will be situated near the entrance to Crumps 
Farm.  The Parish Council has negotiated this arrangement and will be 
charged per tonne of garden waste. The Parish Council estimates that 
this will provide considerable financial savings whilst still providing a 
local service for those residents who prefer not to subscribe to the UDC 
fortnightly kerb side collections (or those subscribers who have 
additional garden waste.)  Starting Saturday, 6th April until Sat 30th 
November 2013 between the hours: 10am - 12.30pm. 

 TPC is spending over £6500 on new dog waste & litter bins around 
Takeley (including Priors Green). The bins will be in situ soon. TPC will 
be responsible for financing emptying & collections.  
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 Due to cost the traffic calming measures in Takeley Street was 
delayed by the UDC Local Highways Panel in 2012. The first phase has 
just been approved at a cost of £50K. 

 We have worked with the Environment Agency to understand the 
problems that have provoked a number of flood events in South 
Road/Parsonage Road. This has been a long standing issue but 
thanks to a new relationship with the local EA officer we believe that we 
now understand the problems and are working towards a permanent 
solution.  

 Clr Linda Steer is leading a Youth Project to provide additional facilities 
for the young people of Takeley. This includes designing a new skate 
park, providing additional indoor sport activities; we would like to 
resurrect a youth centre.  

 In 2012/13 TPC has provided £8k to support for Local Groups. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 Village Planters: Thank you to Clrs David Daykin & Sue Sprules who 

have taken responsibility for maintaining the planters. 
We do need volunteers to maintain the planters through the summer. 

TPC will pay for plants and soil however we would like residents living 

close to the planters to ensure that they are watered through the 

summer. Why not adopt a planter? 

Or you can adopt a bus shelter. We are looking for volunteers living 

near bus shelters to help keep them swept and tidy. TPC provides 

collection and emptying of bins. 
 

 Please encourage your neighbours to report any anti social 
behaviour to the Police (101) or TPC. As a community we must let the 
vandals know that their behaviour will not be tolerated. 

 

 The Station House is available for hire. TPC would encourage local 
community groups and businesses to make use of this wonderful 
facility. 

 

 Should the Old School House be protected as a ‘community asset’? If 
the community elected to buy the building how would it be utilised? 



29 

 Clrs Trevor Allen & Tina Domigan are co-ordinating maintenance of our 
parish footpaths. We do need more volunteers to assist with walking 
and reporting on the condition of our paths. 

 

TPC need adults to volunteer to help run youth activities  
 

“Singing from the Heart” 
“What,” might you ask, “is Singing from the Heart?” Well not only is 
it a name that describes how we sing but it’s also the location from 
where we sing, that is, in the heart of the village of Takeley (well 
almost!). Sounds a bit profound and highbrow doesn`t it? Well I 
have to say it is nothing of the sort. In fact there is absolutely 
nothing highbrow to it at all. It`s just a group of people who enjoy 
making music using just their voices (acapella) and having a lot of 
fun at the same time. 
 
That`s not to say that it is not challenging, when groups of people 
are singing harmonies in different keys, at different times, whilst 
walking around a room and trying not to laugh so much as to stop 
you from losing concentration on the song you are singing …that 
is challenging. 
 
Make no mistake We Have Fun. The songs we sing are from all 
around the World.  Folk songs and sea shanties, calypso and 
gospel, Afro Caribbean and native American, beautiful words and 
words with no meanings that come with enchanting melodies. 
 
How can we create a beautiful noise? Well to do that we depend 
on our natural voice coach, Angela Dennis. She gets the best from 
all those she teaches; those people with musical skills and those 
people who just sing in the shower. There are no auditions, no 
sheet music to read and no concerts to prepare for, it`s just a night 
of singing for fun 
 
On the third Wednesday of every month @7-30pm 
At Takeley Chapel 
 
Have I whetted your appetite? Do you want to know more?  
Then call me  
Paul Burnett   01279870578    paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk 
 

mailto:paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk
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TAKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
“Learning and Achieving Together” 

 
 

We have just embarked on the Summer term, which 

is always a busy time at School with end of year 

assessments, sports day, musician’s concert and the end of 

year production. This year it is Shrek.  There is also a full 

calendar of summer sports to look forward to, including 

athletics, rounders and cricket, weather permitting! 
 

It is incredible to think that our first year in our new building 

is coming to an end and that we are now busy planning our 

second year!  We are delighted with our new school, enabling 

us to improve our provision in many areas. It is fantastic to see 

all the classes and breakout spaces being used for our ‘Read, 

Write Inc.’ sessions every morning, to have groups cooking in 

our teaching kitchen, to see both halls open and the older 

children being able to participate in active and rigorous sport 

sessions, to have vegetable and salad 

crops growing in our raised beds and 

Takeley Buzz (our child bee keepers) 

fully suited and tending to our bees on 

the field.  A lot has been achieved in 

our first year. We are very grateful to 

all our staff, governors and parents for 

their constant efforts and support.  As with all new buildings 

there has also been a need to get to grips with all our new 

technology and equipment and deal with the inevitable snags 

and teething problems.  We do need to say a special thank you 

to our Site Manager Paul Jarvis who has worked tirelessly this 

year to ensure that everything is completed, working and all 

problems solved so that we can continue to provide the 

children with lots of new and exciting opportunities. 
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We are pleased to say that for the third time the school has 

been chosen to exhibit in the National Gallery in London as 

part of the ‘Take One Picture’ exhibition, a national initiative 

that the gallery organises to promote art.  Each year a picture 

is chosen, last year it was Willem Kalf’s ‘Still Life with 

Drinking-Horn’. Schools then submit work inspired by the 

picture, with the finalists exhibiting in the exhibition. So if 

you are in London or planning to visit the Gallery do pop in and 

have a look. The Year 1 film of their opera and props from it 

are on display from June 12th until 22nd September.  Visit 

www.nationalgallery.org.uk and click on ‘What’s on’ then 

‘Exhibitions & Displays’, select Take One Picture for more 

details. 
 

On Saturday 13th July we will be having our Summer Fete, 

please do come along to support us.  There will be a range of 

stalls and amusements to enjoy. If there are any local 

organisations who would like to put on a display or run a stall 

please contact the School. 
 

Thank you to everybody who has sent in Tesco or Sainsburys 

vouchers, if you have any more at home we would love to 

receive them.  We are participating in most of the school 

voucher schemes that are operating and 

are always grateful for help in 

collecting these. 
 

Mandy Line 

Headteacher 

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
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 Peter Caulfield Ad Cert ED&CP  
Crime Prevention Tactical Advisor & 
Architectural Liaison Officer 
(Uttlesford & Braintree Districts) 

Essex Police  
East Street  
Saffron Walden  
CB10 1LX  
Telephone 101 ext 395387  

 
Why Criminals Won’t TOW the Line. 
The Braintree and Uttlesford districts have suffered a rise in 
caravan thefts, and the criminals are becoming quite brazen. One 
theft was foiled by an alert resident, who saw two men attempting 
to steal his neighbour’s caravan in broad daylight, on a busy main 
road! 
 
Even caravan storage facilities have not been immune, with 
thieves exploiting any weaknesses they can find in the site’s 
security. 
 
Quite often, well established security measures such as wheel 
clamps and hitch locks are being quickly removed, which is very 
disconcerting for the conscientious owner, who believes they have 
taken reasonable steps to protect their caravan. Don’t be put off 
though; you should still use such devices. 
 
Try these top-tips: 

1. Remove your rear light bulbs – The majority of caravans are 
stolen overnight and the police will always stop an unlit vehicle 
at night. 

2. Reverse the van up to a wall, tree or other substantial structure 
and invest in a parking post, (£80) or a hooped barrier that can 
be fixed over the A-frame. (£100 to £200) 

3. Consider fitting a tracker.  
4. Caravans manufactured since 1992 have a 17-digit registration 

number (CRiS) etched on the chassis and windows. Write it in 
hidden places within the caravan. (Most E.U. caravans do not 
use this number and are more at risk of theft.) 
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5. Consider putting the CRiS number or your postcode, on the 
roof. 

6. Fit an alarm. 
7. Use a good quality hitch lock, or a steel tow-ball post set in 

concrete.  
8. Fit lockable wheel nuts or wheel clamps to the wheels.  
9. If storing a caravan try to use a Cassoa Gold facility for peace of 

mind http://www.cassoa.co.uk/Caravan_Storage_Home.aspx . 
10. Look out for each other's caravans off and on site and report 

anything suspicious. Call Crimestoppers if you wish to remain 
anonymous, on 0800 555 111.  

  
Regards 
Peter 
 
 
 

The Station House Café 
 
The Station House Community Café is your café to 
meet up with family and friends old and new 
 
As we are sponsored by the Parish Council we are able to give a 
varied menu of quality  at very reasonable prices a pot of tea and 
a piece of cake just…..one pound , so please drop in and make 
good use of__________ YOUR COMMUNITY CAFÉ ______ 
 
If you would like to volunteer your time maybe for the occasional 
hour or two I would love to hear from you, just pop in and have a 
chat or phone me on, 
01279 870578 

Thursday 12noon- 4pm 
Friday 9am -1pm 

Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley  
Off Station Road at the Four Ashes Junction 
(Sponsored by Takeley Parish Council) 

 

http://www.cassoa.co.uk/Caravan_Storage_Home.aspx
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PARKING ON PRIORS GREEN................... 
 

Letter to the Parish Council: 
 

Dear Councillors, 
I wonder if there is anything that can be done about the 
parking situation on Priors Green? 
We are plagued with vehicles being parked on the corner of 
streets restricting access and also restricting visibility. There 
are also problems with vehicles being parked partially on the 
footpath through the whole of Priors Green. 
 
The whole situation emanates from the fact that when planning 
permission was given most properties were either given a 
parking space and a garage or two parking spaces. 
Unfortunately most residents who have garages do not use 
them to park their cars in and other have more vehicles than 
they have parking for.  We have the ludicrous situation where, 
for instance, in Roding Drive the street has lovely flowered 
verges which no doubt costs a considerable amount to maintain. 
However, many of the residents of Roding Drive chose to park 
their vehicle outside their properties instead of in their 
allocated spaces.  We have the same problem with parking in 
Wintershutt Road. As a result of this the width of the road is 
restricted and the local bus often struggles to get along the 
road. 
  
In addition to this complaint from a local resident the Parish 
Council is aware of school parking becoming problematic.  The 
roads on Priors Green are not yet adopted by the Highways 
Authority, and will only be considered for adoption once 
construction is complete.  Therefore the roads are currently the 
responsibility of Countryside. TPC is liaising with Countryside  who 
are currently seeking legal advice. 
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Whilst TPC sympathises with this issue, TPC has no jurisdiction. 
The issue has been raised with the local police team and District & 
County Councillors. 
 
Parish Council members ask all residents, and parents/ 
carers that drive to school to consider the safety and amenity 
of your fellow residents. 
 

Please: 
 

 Use garage parking/parking bays as provided 

 Avoid parking on pavements 

 Avoid blocking access to driveways & footpaths 

 Respect the parking restrictions by the School that have 
been installed to provide safe access for the children 
attending school. 

 

THANK YOU 
 
 

Essex Police can only deal with a vehicle obstruction if it 
meets the following criteria: 

 A vehicle parked in a dangerous position 

 An obstruction to the pavement, not allowing persons to pass 
freely 

 A vehicle causing an obstruction of the road or drive (blocking 
the drive) 

 A skip causing an obstruction or in a dangerous position 

 Any other impediment of the free flow of traffic 
 

If the vehicle meets the above criteria an officer, once contacted, 
will be deployed to investigate. If the nature of the obstruction 
does not fall into the above categories there will be no police 
attendance. 

Contact Essex Police 
Non-Emergency number- 101    
Local NPT mobile - 07989174801           

Emergency 999  
 
Hatfield Heath Neighbourhood Policing Team 
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Takeley Beat Surgery 
   
Your local Officer will be available at The Station House, Sycamore 
Close from 10am-12pm on Wednesdays on the below dates for you air 
any issues or concerns you may have or just for a chat.  
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
 

June 12
th

   July 10
th

   August 14
th

  
 September 11

th
  October 16

th
  November 13

th
 

 December 18
th

 

    
Contact your local officers: 

PC Brad Healey    e-mail:1712@essex.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Joanna Trevail-Phillips   e-mail:73377@essex.pnn.police.uk 

Telephone: 
Non-emergency- 101 

NPT mobile- 07989174801 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2013 

Meetings start at 7.30pm & are held in the Station 

House, Sycamore Close, unless notified otherwise. 

 

JULY 

3
rd

    

AUGUST 

7
th

    

SEPTEMBER 

4
th

  

OCTOBER 

2
nd

      

NOVEMBER 

6
th

 

DECEMBER 

4
th

    

 

 

NEW 

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE 

Effective 1st July 2013 
 

Wednesday visits fortnightly (week 2) 

Dates Location Arrives Departs 
 

Jul: 4, 18,  Aug: 1, 15, 
29,   
Sep: 12, 26,  Oct: 10, 24,   
Nov: 7, 21  Dec: 5, 19,   
Jan: 2, 16, 30,  Feb: 13, 
27, 
Mar: 13, 27,  Apr: 10, 24,  
May: 8,22. June: 5,19 

 

Takeley  Caravan Park   11.40 12.20 

 

Takeley Street,  Coppice 
Close   

13.40 13.55 

 

 
 

Friday visits fortnightly (week 2) 

Dates Location Arrives Departs 
 

Jul: 6, 20, Aug: 3, 17, 31   
Sep: 14, 28, Oct: 12, 26   
Nov: 9, 23, Dec: 7, 21   
Jan: 4, 18, Feb:1,15 
Mar: 1, 15, Apr: 12, 26   
May: 10, 24, Jun: 7, 21     

 

Priors Green  Community 
Hall     

9.45 10.15 

 

Molehill Green  The Post 
Office   

13.50 14.05 

 

Takeley  Priors Wood   14.40 15.35 
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Takeley Cricket Club  
May 2013 

 
 

 
The new cricket season is underway and the weather looks to be a 
little more forgiving that last May, which was almost a write off. 
With 2 games under the belt for both League teams now, we can 
report a win and a loss for both sides. In their opening match, the 
first XI fell 7 runs short in chasing down 218, despite a century 
from Adrian Phillips, but in their second game, we set Woodford 
Wells a target of 240 and managed to skittle them out for 131 just 
before a big downpour came in. 
 
The second XI got off to a winning start with an 8 wicket defeat of 
Matching Green II but came off second best to Hockerill II the 
following weekend. All Saturday and Sunday results and fixtures 
can be seen on our website, takeleycc.co.uk 
 
As ever, we would love to hear from anyone that has moved into 
the village that would like to play. Please contact our Captain, 
Chris Thake on 01279 757549, Chairman Mike Phillips on 01279 
870134, or myself. There is also a contact form on our website if 
preferred. 
 
We also run an U15 side and if any 14 or 15 year olds would like a 
game please contact Tim Connolly on 01279 870138.. 
 
I would like to thank everyone that supported our Spring Quiz; as 
ever, the support from members of the village is greatly 
appreciated. We will also be running a Sports Quiz on Friday 5

th
 

July; please contact me if you would like to enter a table. For 
planning purposes, our autumn quiz has been set for Saturday 
12

th
 October, 2013. 

 
Malcolm Brown 
01279 871055 
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TRANSPORT 

LICENSED VEHICLE PROVIDERS  

FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS 

 

Herewith details of companies licensed in this District  
who have available WAV's 

 

Acme Transport - Takeley   07971  432376 

24 x 7  Elsenham and Stansted 
Airport   

01279   816126  &  01279  
661128 

E-Cabs  - Great Dunmow  01371  873323 

Ollys Wheelchair Friendly - 
Saffron Walden    

07905  645849 

  
 

It should be noted that all operators only provide this transport on 
a pre booking basis to comply with current legislation.  
 

If you need any further advice then please contact 
Murray Hardy,  Licensing Officer 
Council Offices, Saffron Walden on 01799 510510        
 

Updated April 2012 
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BUS PASSENGERS 

The information below explains who you need to contact to make a 
suggestion or complaint about a bus service: 
Essex County Council contracted bus service 
If you have a complaint regarding a bus service operated under contract to 
Essex County Council (a footnote under the service timetable will state this) 
please use our complaints form from the link below or the details below:  
  
Passenger Transport Coordination Centre, Contract Management Team, 
County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex. CM1 1QH 
  
Telephone: 0845 603 7631 Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 5pm 
Fax: 01245 469764 
Email: contract.managementteam@essex.gov.uk  
  
Commercial bus service 
For commercially operated services, contact the bus operator directly and 
provide as much information as possible so they can investigate the matter 
thoroughly. 
  
If you are unsure, please contact Passenger Transport on 0845 603 7631 
who will be happy to advise.   
Unsatisfactory response 
 
If you have complained to a bus or coach operator but are still 
dissatisfied, you should write to: 
  
The Traffic Commissioner  
Eastern Area Office 
City House 
126 - 130 Hills Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1NP 
Tel: 0870 606 0440 

 
 

Phyllis Altham is bus passenger  
representative for Takeley 

 
If you have a complaint, Phyllis has hard copies of the complaint form and 
will willingly represent your views at Parish Liaison meetings with County 
representatives. 
 
If you make your complaint online please email a copy to: 
takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 

mailto:contract.managementteam@essex.gov.uk
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NEWS RELEASE…NEWS 
RELEASE…NEWS RELEASE 

 
Specialist teams can help keep people with long-term 

conditions out of hospital 
THE NHS in west Essex is urging people with long-term conditions to take advantage of 

the specialist teams available to them to reduce the 18,530 emergency hospital 
admissions they experienced last year. People with one or more long-term conditions 
such as heart failure, respiratory disease and diabetes can spend significant spells of 

time in hospital but it needn’t always be necessary according to Toni Coles, Director of 
Development and Strategy at West Essex Clinical Commissioning Group. 

 
Toni said: “For adults living in west Essex and registered with a west Essex GP there are 

specialist teams for those living with respiratory disease, diabetes and heart failure that 
provide support and education. These teams can help you take control of your condition, 
manage your symptoms and help prevent unnecessary admissions to hospital and time 

spent in accident and emergency when you may prefer to be at home. The advantage of 
being supported within the community is that you will be seen by people who know you 

and who know and understand your condition." 
 

“For many people living with a long-term condition, education is the key to managing 
this effectively. The local diabetes service provides two education programmes for 
people living with diabetes: the DAFNE programme for Type 1 diabetics and the X-PERT 

programme for Type 2 diabetics. Both these education programme can be accessed by 
contacting the community diabetes service directly on 01279 827238. The team also 

provides on-going support and advice for those with Type 1 diabetes. If you require 
support and advice for Type 2 diabetes, do contact your GP". 
 

“Support for people living with a respiratory disease can be accessed by the community 
respiratory specialist team. The team provides support and advice, management of 

acute respiratory exacerbations and also support and education for patients and carers. 
If you would like some additional support speak with your GP. Additionally there is a 

Breathe Easy support group for anyone affected by lung disease. The contact for this 
group is Pauline Love on 01279 429195." 
 

“The heart failure service also delivers support and education in patients’ homes, in 
clinics and on the telephone. If you would like to be referred to the heart failure 

specialist team, speak with your GP for a referral." 
 

“If you are struggling at any point, do remember that you can contact your GP who can 
refer you one of these specialist teams. Alternatively, NHS Direct is available 24 hours a 
day on 0845 46 47." 

 
“Patients utilising these excellent specialist teams not only benefit from avoiding 

unnecessary hospital admissions but free up valuable time and resources at Princess 
Alexandra Hospital.” 
 

For further information contact Peter Richardson on 01206 843225 or 07778 067614.
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Tallen’s Country Notes 

Over the last couple of months I have, with a friend, been walking the 
footpaths that criss-cross the parish. Most of them are easy to walk, 
others a little harder, but all are worthwhile. The end result, when all 
the footpaths have been walked and assessed, will be a guide that will 
be available to those who would like to escape, for a hour or two, the 
normal humdrum of the day and enjoy the countryside that surrounds 
you. I know that there are some, especially dog owners, who have 
already found the delights of a stroll across the fields, but even those 
people would been surprised at the diversity of footpaths to be 
found and explored  in the parish. One in particular follows a 
track that crosses the River Roding. Once called 
‘Cobbestrater’, now Cobbs Lane, it is thought to have been 

once a Roman road. This walk is so tranquil that it is hard to 
believe that there is a busy airport only a mile away. Walk this 
path on a warm summer’s day (if you can remember what that 
is like) and wild flowers abound. I find it very relaxing to stop 
and look closely at nature’s natural garden. Butterflies escort 
you and bees are ‘buzzing’ about their business. I know I have painted 
an idealistic picture of what summers used to be but I live in hope that, 
with all the uncertain weather that we have experienced lately, summer 

will indeed be sunny days and warm nights. If not, I think I will 
start a course on how to be a dormouse and hibernate 
throughout the winter. However there is the downside to all 
well thought out schemes that is, how will I store all those 
hazel nuts in my mouth?, Ah well, dream on.  

It is now the middle of May and I do not have to tell you that spring was 
very late this year, as yet there is no sign of the house martins and I 
have a dread that they might well not take up residence at all this year. 
We spend a great deal of money on forecasting the weather but these 
little birds seem to know more about weather patterns then the experts. 
Gold finches are still visiting the feeders and I am having to buy 3kg of 
sunflower hearts weekly just to keep up with their appetites. Our 
resident birds all have broods and are busy rummaging around the 
garden searching for anything edible to feed their hungry chicks.  
It is not only the bird population that is need of our help for if you have 
a hedgehog visiting your garden you are indeed privileged. Their 
numbers over the last couple of years have crashed, due to not only 
long cold winters but more to cold wet summers making food hard to 
find. The hedgehog, therefore, does not gain the necessary body 
weight to sustain them through their hibernation.  

Tallen   Stop Press.. A pair of House Martins visited their nest site 17th May 10:50hrs 
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Takeley Local History Society  

Unlocking the Past 

http://tlhs.org.uk                  chairman@tlhs.org.uk 

 

I will keep this short as space is tight in this issue. Our next 
meeting will be on 17

th
 September, 7.30pm at Takeley Primary 

School and the speaker will be Tim Turner of Sworders Auction 
Rooms. His new talk is entitled "A Nice Cup Of Tea". As always, 
all are welcome. 
 

Steve Hazon,  
Chairman, Takeley Local History Society 

 
Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon  
 

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 24
th

 November 1888. 
 

BOILER EXPLOSION. 

A portable engine, belonging to Mr Gowlett, of Takeley, was at work 

on Wednesday, threshing corn in the farmyard at Little Canfield 
Hall, occupied by Mr Frankham. The next morning his man Gipp, 
got up steam, and fortunately for himself, left the spot to see to 
other matters. As he was on the point of returning, a loud explosion 
occurred. The burning coals were hurled over the yard and set fire to 
the straw. No one was near enough to receive injury, and the flames 

were quickly extinguished, although at first the danger of an 
extensive conflagration appeared so imminent that the Dunmow Fire 
Engine was sent for, being subsequently stopped by a second 
messenger when it was found that its help would not be needed. The 
force of the explosion bulged the boiler out, although it does not 
seem to have actually burst it, and wrecked the fire box. 
 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 28

th
 July 1888. 

 

DEFICIENT MEASURES. 

Charles Rawlings (aged 60), beerhouse keeper of the 'Mole', Takeley, 
pleaded guilty to having in his possession two earthen measures 

which were unjust, at Takeley, on 4th July. Supt Ackers said he 
found two earthen pint mugs at defendants place, one nearly 1 
ounce short, and the other about the same -- fined 10s and costs. 
 
20th October 1888 - The 'Old Mole' licence was transferred from Mr 
Rawlings to Mr Searle.  
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From the Village Recorder 
 

 

The Age of Metal, Copper, Bronze and Iron 

The time span between the end of the Stone Age to early Roman is 
roughly the same as early Roman to today. However, the pace of 
change has accelerated enormously.  As I said in the last article there 
is no definite “end” to each of these ages. Stone continued to be used. 
Copper made a brief appearance and was used mainly for ceremonial 
and decorative things, and it continues to be used in our own time for 
electrical wires, pipes and other items.  Bronze enabled humans to use 
tools more effectively, and we have never stopped using iron. In 1500 
Takeley born John Gyva had made a fortune in London as a member 
of the Ironmongers Guild. In the 18th and 19th Century more fortunes 
were made using iron. 
So although we are not any more intelligent than our late Stone Age 
ancestors the width and depth of our knowledge has expanded vastly 
and with ever increasing speed and complexity. 
Last time we left Takeley man living in small groups, usually based on 
the family, and travelling along familiar routes to familiar places to 
gather food. There were parts of the country such as the area round 
Stonehenge where larger groups came together to organise and create 
substantial structures. These structures would have required 
considerable co-operation and a dominant leader. One such structure, 
called a “cursus” - a long avenue whose function is still obscure -  was 
created at Chelmsford. 
In Takeley nothing of this sort occurred until the Middle Bronze Age, 
and only then on a very modest scale. Our earliest “village” was on the 
favoured south facing slopes of Pincey Brook, and we only know of its 
existence because the very modern demands of air flight led to large 
scale excavation. It was not the only place in the village to be inhabited 
by Bronze Age people—there are also remains at Priors Green, 
Bambers Green and Brewers End, but it was the most complete. 
Associated probably with the Bambers Green inhabitants were the gold 
items discovered by metal detection. These could be ear rings, or 
small amulets, and were valuable in their day. Nothing comparable in 
value has been found anywhere else in the village from that period. 
These early settlements were all of round houses usually inside a 
rectangular enclosure. This fashion for round houses was continued by 
the native population well into the Roman period. The Pincey Brook 
site shows several phases of rebuilding and some expansion. Anyone 
who would like a much more detailed account of this era until the 
Middle Ages could look at the excellent book called “From hunter-
gatherers to huntsmen” published by Framework Archaeology. 
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Another fact that emerges from the examination of early life is that the 
Britain of the period was very much on the fringes of Europe. Families 
moving to explore new land would move slowly across the Continent, 
and having reached Britain would be brought to a halt by the Atlantic 
until many centuries later. How many “waves“ of immigration took 
place is now impossible to determine. We also know that there are 
people living today whose DNA matches that of two thousand year old 
inhabitants. Interestingly, in the whole of England only the skeleton of a 
young woman found in London has been confirmed by analysis as 
actually coming from Rome, and was therefore a “Roman”. The 
movement of peoples can be traced by analysing pottery, jewellery and 
other artefacts, but always with the proviso that there was much more 
prehistoric trade with Europe than has often been assumed. The 
analysis of the teeth and bones of skeletons gives a very much more 
accurate answer to their place of birth. 
To return to the Pincey Brook village, this continued into the Iron Age 
with several modifications and rebuilding, which is what would be 
expected in a time scale of hundreds of years. The pottery (some shale 
pots that were very rare in Essex), brooches, coins and other artefacts 
that were found suggest inhabitants superior in status to that of 
neighbouring settlements. However, compared with many other parts 
of Britain where objects of great beauty and value such as shields, 
torcs and mirrors have been discovered, this is a fairly modest 
superiority. 
When the settlement moved into the age of iron, houses were 
expanded and rebuilt, enclosures were moved, more fields were 
cultivated and occupation became wide spread across the village 
geography. The discovery of a rectangular building in the middle of the 
settlement has been described as a shrine that would have attracted 
people from surrounding areas. The site of Takeley Church has also 
been suggested as a possible religious site. 
Again the flood plain of Bambers Green was a favoured spot, but 
remains have been found in many parts of the village. 
The period up to the second Roman invasion was marked by the 
emergence of tribes and tribal kingdoms. There was a small fort in 
Hatfield Forest possibly associated with the dominant tribe of the area 
called the Trinovantes. The border with the equally dominant tribe of 
the Catevellauni ran along the Stort valley and this could be the reason 
for creating the Forest fort. It has been suggested that the rivalry 
between the two tribes was one reason why the Pincey Brook 
settlement was abandoned relatively early. 
We know that many of the tribes were engaging in trade with the 
Continent and even at this stage adopting Roman ways of life. Little of 
this shows in Takeley apart from the wine amphora found on the 
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Stansted Airport site. There was an increase in arable farming, and 
also many varieties of domestic and wild animal bones have been 
found. Track ways were created between different areas and there is 
evidence of cremation and other burials. It has been suggested that 
bodies were also left in the open until only the bones were left, and that 
this accounts for the discovery of bones that do not form a complete 
skeleton.   
The Roding valley was still a much lived in place and this was to 
increase in the Roman period.  
However much as it goes against the grain of village pride it must be 
admitted that the Takeley of the Iron Age was probably something of a 
buffer zone between two separate tribes. Nevertheless by 43 A.D. 
when the Emperor Claudius brought his elephants down Stane Street, 
[then simply an Iron Age route] much of the basic landscape of Takeley 
was already developed and the tree cover had been considerably 
cleared. The dense forest cover of the early Middle Ages had grown 
during the turbulent years between the end of Roman rule and the 
establishment of the East Saxon kingdom.  
The period of Roman domination is where I will be looking next time.  
 

Nia Watkiss  
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Takeley Farmers’ Market 

 
We British have something of a reputation of donning the 

shorts and packing the picnic at the first sign of sunshine. After 
such a long cold winter, perhaps we can be excused but if you 
visit our farmers’ market here in Takeley a warm welcome 

awaits you from our many stallholders. 
 

We have a range of produce including lots of meat and vegetable options. 
There is bread and cakes, eggs, honey, pickles and preserves. We also sell 
handcrafted jewellery, handmade cards and unusual gifts from our arts and 
crafts section. 
 

We have a kitchen at each market selling cooked breakfast, rolls 
sandwiches, teas and coffees. 
 

If you would like to run the farmers’ kitchen for your chosen charity, school, 
club exchange trip abroad or good cause then contact me A.S.A.P. 
 

The farmers’ market takes place the 1
st
 Saturday of the month from 9am – 

11.30am. 
 

Contact details Pat Burnett 01279870578 
paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk 

mailto:paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk
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Hatfield Forest Events 2013 

 
PreBk = Prebooking essential on 0844 249 1895 or visit our website: 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hatfieldforest/thingstoseeanddo/events . 
NoBk = No booking required, first come first served, subject to availability. 
Car parking fee (£5) applies for all events for non-NT members. Members 
park free. 
Details correct at time of going to press and may change, be cancelled or 
supplemented by additional events. Please check our website for current 
details. 
All tickets are non-refundable and non-transferable unless the event is 
cancelled. 
 

MAY 
Canine Capers 
Fri 17 May, 11am-3pm 
Give thanks to man’s best friend with our Dog Show. Lots of competition 
classes from serious to fun plus demonstrations and stall-holders 
£5 per class, NoBk. 
 

Buttercup Season 

Sat 25 May – Sun 2 Jun 
Hatfield Forest is one of the finest spots for buttercups with over 300 million 
flowers. Celebrate the height of Buttercup Season when the plains and 
meadows are a sea of yellow with a range of events including a bid to make 
the world’s longest ever buttercup chain. See the website for more details. 
 

JUNE 

Try your hand at Archery 
Sun 16 Jun, 10.30am-4pm 
£2 for 5 arrows NoBk. 
 

As You Like It 
Sun 9 Jun, 6pm-8pm 
Performed by The Lord Chamberlain's Men, this all male cast breathe new life 
into this firm favourite among Shakespeare’s comedies. As You Like It runs 
the glorious gamut of comedy, pastoral romance: cross-dressing and love-
notes; poetry and brilliant conversation; gentle satire, slapstick and passion.  
£15 Adults, £12 Children, Family (2A, 2C) £48, PreBk. 
 

Wild Camping Weekend 
Fri 28 – Sun 30 Jun, start 6pm Fri, end noon Sun 
Experience the outdoors like never before camping in the heart of the Forest 
in your tent or even a shelter you have built yourself. Also learn how to light 
fires, track and forage. Bring enough food for the weekend, water is 
provided. Suitable for adults and accompanied children aged 8+ 
£28 per person, PreBk. 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hatfieldforest/thingstoseeanddo/events
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JULY 
Try your hand at Archery 
Sun 14 Jul, 10.30am-4pm 
£2 for 5 arrows NoBk. 
 

HatFilm: Open Air Cinema 
Enjoy an evening of open air cinema in the atmospheric setting of the Forest. 
Fri 19 Jul 8.30-10pm : The Woman in Black (12) 
Sat 20 Jul 8.30-10pm : The King’s Speech (12A) 
£9 Adults, £7 Children, Family (2A, 2C) £26, PreBk. 
 

Bookworm 
Sat 27 July – Sun 4 August, 11am-4pm 
Second hand book sale in the classroom with books in every genre 
Free entry, NoBk. 
 
AUGUST 

Medieval Village Life 
Sat 3 – Sun 4 Aug, 10am-5pm 
The Company of St Joseph re-enactment group invite you to visit their 
medieval tented village in the Forest. Find out how people lived, worked and 

fought a thousand years ago 
Free entry, NoBk. 
 

Wildlife Wednesdays 
Wed 7, 14, 21, 28 Aug, Drop in sessions 11am-3pm 
Supervised kids’ activities in the big tent based around our woodland wildlife 
Donations gratefully received, NoBk. 
 

Bat Walk 
Thu 8 Aug, 8-9.30pm 
Discover the fascinating world of our nine species of bat on this guided walk 
around their favourite haunts. Don’t forget your torch! Suitable for adults and 
accompanied children aged 8+ 
Adult £7, Child £5, PreBk. 
 

Try your hand at Archery 
Sun 11 Aug, 10.30am-4pm 
£2 for 5 arrows NoBk. 
 

Bat Walk 
Thu 22 Aug, 8-9.30pm 
Details as 8 August event Adult £7, Child £5, PreBk. 
 
Wild Camping Weekend 
Fri 23 – Sun 25 Aug, start 6pm Fri, end noon Sun 
See the June event for details. 
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Treasure Island 
Mon 26 Aug, 2.30- 4.30pm 
Cambridge Touring Theatre perform this classic pirate tale of a search for 
buried treasure in the Caribbean. Expect to join in with all the ‘argh’, ‘Jim 
lads’ and ‘pieces of eight’!  Or else it’s the plank for you! Prizes for best 
dressed boy and girl pirate, and princess pirate. Arena opening for picnicking 
from 12pm. £13 Adults, £10 Children, Family (2A, 2C) £40, PreBk. 

 
SEPTEMBER 
Try your hand at Archery 
Sun 1 Sept, 10.30am-4pm 
£2 for 5 arrows NoBk. 
 

WoodFest 2013 
The Festival in the Heart of the Wood 
Fri 6-Sun 8 Sept, Music starts 4pm Fri, finishes 4pm Sun 
Join us again for our free annual festival celebrating the Forest with local 
music, craft and stalls with over 80 acts on two stages. Locally-sourced food, 
real ale and cider. 
Camping (Fri & Sat nights), Adult £9, Child £6, Under 3s free, PreBk on 
01279 870 678  

Also On: 
Bike Hire, summer season Wed-Sun, 11-4.30, daily in holidays 
Boat Hire, summer season Sat-Sun, 10-5, daily in holidays 
The Great British Walk: Celebrate walking in all its forms with this 
celebration. Check the website for details, 1st September to 3rd November 
2013 
 
 

  SPARKLERS 
 

The “Sparklers” group is for pre-school children, their parents and 
carers. It is an informal meeting in Takeley Community Centre, 
South Road, with a short time of Christian worship, craft activities, 
toys, and refreshments.  
 
There will always be a warm welcome for other children 
if they would like to come and join us. 
Sparklers meet on a Monday, but not usually the first 
Monday in the month and not bank holidays. 
 
Each meeting starts at 10am and finishes at 11.30am 
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Book Review by Elaine Wyld 
 

 
 

The Great Gatsby  

By 

F Scott Fitzgerald  
 

Set in America’s Jazz Age in the 1920’s.  The Great Gatsby describes the 

life of the successful Jay Gatsby who lives in West Egg, Long Island, in a 

colossal ivy-covered house specifically built as an imitation of Hotel de 

Ville in Normandy.  His reputation for throwing wild parties which last 

several days and his luxurious life style goes before him.    

 

The main character Nick Carraway is a well-connected character whose 

uncle created a successful wholesale hardware business.  After qualifying 

in New Haven, Nick follows his father into the bond business.  At the 

start of his new job Nick rents a bungalow in West Egg, the less 

fashionable side of Long Island, overlooking the Gatsby mansion.    

 

Soon Nick receives an invitation from Tom Buchanan, a former celebrity 

footballer and the husband of his second cousin Daisy.  Tom Buchanan 

spends his time playing polo and with a string of quality polo ponies, his 

gorgeous wife Daisy and a large Georgian Colonial mansion overlooking 

the bay, Tom seems to have everything in life.    

 

However, all is not what it seems and as Nick’s visits to his cousin Daisy 

increase, he learns of past and present secrets which link all his new 

acquaintances to the great Jay Gatsby.  Nick becomes acquainted with his 

fascinating neighbour Gatsby and is soon embroiled in the power game 

between Tom and Jay.  

 

In this book, Scott Fitzgerald uses his storyline to show the darker side of 

the lives of the influential and wealthy people who lived during this 

period by highlighting the characters’ superficial friendships and 

uncovering the murky world of unscrupulous bond dealing.  
 

Penguin  Books                 £6.99  

 

ISBN 978-0-14-0623239          
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter 
 

The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of 
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal.  It 
is designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish.  It is 
intended that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should 
provide an opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed. 
 

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a 
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane 
Heskey) but no official reporters.  An interest magazine, therefore, depends on 
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby 
which can be sent to: 
 

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish Council, 
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA  
Tel. 0208 270 1149 
 

or email to    newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk 
 

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of 
November, February, May and August for the respective 
quarterly issues.   
 

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes 
changes have to be made to the length of a contribution.  Non-controversial 
articles cannot always be published immediately but they will appear later 
unless the contributor is told otherwise.  Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, 
have a greater chance of being published in full than longer ones. 
 

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the 
material must accompany the contribution.  If you do not want your name 
published you must make that clear.  However, articles without the author’s 
name are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial.  Ultimately 
the responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto 
powers as to content. 
 

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below.  Payment and details 
must be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although 
we do prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration. 
 

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready 
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready 
3. Quarter Page, £10.00 
4. One Eighth Page or less, £7.00 
(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)  
 

All cheques should be made out to Takeley Parish Council and sent to 
Jane Heskey. 

mailto:newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk
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